
10% of pulmonologists infected with COVID-19 according to the latest BeRS 
survey. 

In order to estimate the impact of COVID-19 on Belgian pulmonologists, the Belgian Respiratory 
Society (BeRS) conducted a survey in March, at the peak of the Coronavirus epidemic. Out of 598 of 
its members, 362 (61%) replied: 70% are active in a non-university hospital, 28% in a university 
hospital and 7% are training assistants. The representation of the Belgian provinces is balanced. 
47% were women and 52% were men.

While 45% of pulmonologists felt sufficiently protected against COVID-19 in the first month of the 
epidemic, 35% were dissatisfied with the local protective measures. 16% reports to be potentially 
infected, a third of wich have been tested positive.
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How many patients with COVID-19 have (up until now) been admitted 

(either on the ward or on ICU) in your hospital ?

In the first month of the 
epidemic, 55% of 
pulmonologists recorded 
more than 100 COVID-19 
admissions and 30% 
reported between 50 and 
100 hospital admissions. 
75% of pulmonologists were 
directly involved in the 
admission and treatment of 
patients. 

Which medical departments/teams are involved in the management

of COVID-19 patients ?

Alongside themThe clinical 

services of pulmonologists, 
intensive care, emergency 
medicine, infectious diseases 
and pediatrics worked closely 
with laboratories and hospital 
hygienists in the acute phase of 
the pandemic. In more than one 
in two hospitals, pulmonologists
have taken the lead. In 18% of 
cases, management was carried
out by infectious disease
specialists and in 4% of hospitals
by intensivists. Leadership was
taken once in three by a 
multidisciplinary team.



How do you feel about the following statement : "In the current COVID-19 and 

future pandemic(s), the Belgian Respiratory Society should take a more 

prominent role in distributing clinical recommandations and guidance." ?

85% of pulmonologists
believe that BeRS should
focus more on the 
dissemination of clinical
recommendations and 
advice.

At the peak of the epidemic, 80% of pulmonologists postponed non-emergency care, by 
contacting their patients by e-mail or by phone. Only 20% of pulmonologists provided telephone
consultations. Regardless of COVID-19 patients, 40% of pulmonologists saw their activities drop 
below 25% and for more than 50% of them, these activities were reduced to less than 5%.

Has COVID-19 led to any of the following stresses in your practice ?

Only 6% of pulmonologists
reported a shortage of 
hospital capacity. 18% have 
been quarantined or have 
been sick. One on 4 
pulmonologist ran out of 
equipment. Almost all 
pulmonologists have been in 
contact with infected
patients and 65% reported
numerous difficulties in 
reorganizing routine care. 
80% of pulmonologists
experienced this period as 
an unusual to exceptional
burden on work-life balance.
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Professor Wim Janssens (KUL), President of BeRS, declares that “this survey confirms that 
pulmonologists are important, if not essential, players in the clinical care of patients with 
COVID-19. They work in close collaboration with the other disciplines. In the frontline, 
sometimes poorly protected and in 10% probably infected, pulmonologists experienced a 
more than unusual workload. This extreme period continues with the follow-up of 
patients infected with COVID-19 and the resumption of postponed care which has 
become urgent in a context of compliance with protective measures. As we need to be 
prepared for a second potential epidemic wave, we expect additional support but also 
flexibility from the government to execute our complex tasks.”


